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BEFORE THE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 529/2023

IN THE MATTER OF:
DR. SHARAD gUPTA APPLICANT(s)
VERSUS
UNION OF INDIA & ORS. ... RESPONDENT(s)
INDEX
S. PARTICULARS PAGE
NO. NO.

1., COMPLIANCE REPORT ON BEHALF OF THE CHIEF
CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS, WILDLIFE, WESTERN
REGION, UTTAR PRADESH, KANPUR IN COMPLIANCE
OF ORDER DATED 22.05.2025 PASSED BY HON'BLE
NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL

2./ A COPY OF ORDER DATED 24.04.2025 IS ANNEXED
HEREWITH AND MARKED AS ANNEXURE-1

3 A COPY OF THE LETTER DATED 07.07.2025 IS
ANNEXED HEREWITH AND MARKED AS ANNEXURE-
2
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4.| COPIES OF LETTER DATED 20.06.2025 AND 04.09.2025
ARE ANNEXED HEREWITH AND COLLECTIVELY
MARKED AS ANNEXURE-3

5./ COPIES OF LETTER DATED 04.09.2025 AND 15.09.2025
ARE ANNEXED HEREWITH AND COLLECTIVELY
MARKED AS ANNEXURE-4

6. COPY OF ORDER DATED 16.09.2025 IS ANNEXED
HEREWITH AND MARKED AS ANNEXURE-5

7./ COPIES OF THE LETTER DATED 18.09.2025, THE
APPROVAL DATED 19.09.2025 AND THE PROPOSAL
DATED 19.09.2025 ARE ANNEXED HEREWITH AND
COLLECTIVELY MARKED AS ANNEXURE-6

THROUGH COUNSEL

BHANWAR PAL SINGH JADON
STANDING COUNSEL FOR THE STATE OF U.P.

EMAIL -bhanwar(09jadon@gmail.com
PHONE NO.-6375115224

Date: 24.09.2025
Place: Noida


mailto:EMAIL-bhanwar09jadon@gmail.com
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PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 529/2023

VERSUS

COMPLIANCE REPORT ON BEHALF OF THE CHIEF

CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS, WILDLIFE, WESTERN REGION,
UTTAR PRADESH, KANPUR IN COMPLIANCE OF ORDER DATED

22.05.2025 PASSED BY HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL

I, Sanjio Kumar, aged about 56 years, S/o Shri Lala Yogesh Chandra Verma,

posted as Chief Conservator of Forests, Wildlife, Western Region, Uttar

Pradesh, Kanpur, do hereby solemnly affirm and state as under:

1. That I, the Deponent in the above captioned matter, am fully conversant with

the facts of the case and am competent and authorized to swear the present

~Advocate & Notary Publig
14, Moar Majar Devl Dag Marg
Nivaj Ganj, Chowk, Lucknow

Reg. No. 31(89)09 T ofP 2(}’25
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2. That I state that the contents of this affidavit have been drafted by my
counsel on my instructions, and the contents of the same are true to my

knowledge and nothing material has been concealed therefrom.

L. BACKGROUND OF THE MATTER

3. That, the present Original Application pertains to the proposed expansion of
the Soor Sarovar Birds Sanctuary, Agra, involving three pieces of land
measuring 403.09 hectares, 380.558 hectares, and 15.415 hectares. The final
notifications under Section 26A of the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972,

have been issued in respect of the first two areas, while the notification for

——

K TA Rlpthlrd area is currently under process.
/

.me\' \ \
‘ 4 That, the present matter, this Hon’ble Tribunal vide order dated
Q
22 OS. 25 directed the answering respondent to file an affidavit updating

O
-*Tw/progress of the proposed expansion of the Soor Sarovar Birds Sanctuary,
Keetham, Agra, with regards to the third area, for which the final notification
. is yet to be issued. The relevant part of the order is reproduced herein for

perusal:

“,..2. The Chief Conservator of Forest and Wildlife, Western Region,

Kanpur, U.P has filed a fresh affidavit dated 21.05.2025 disclosing the

Su Advocat &KNUMAR i‘
e
17175 Kaj14, Near Majer 3&702"«'” d'acrg /
Nivaj Gan;, Chowk, Lucknow

Reg. No. 31(89)09 2 3 SEP 2025
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JSollowing timelines for completing the proceedings and issuing the final

notification under Section 26A of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972:....

3. Mr. Aravind Bangari District Magistrate, Agra and Mr. N. Ravindra
Chief Conservator of Forest, Kanpur, U.P appearing virtually have
undertaken that this timeline will be adhered to and the proceedings

will be completed within the timeline noted above.

4. Hence, we require the District Magistrate and the Chief Conservator
of Forest to file the progress report in the form of affidavit at least one
week before the next date of hearing indicating the action which has

been completed in pursuance of the above timeline.

i Proclamation by District Magistrate under Section 21:

5. That the District Magistrate, Agra, issued proclamation dated 24.04.2025, in
exercise of powers under Section 21 of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972,
in respect of Government land admeasuring 14.5025 hectares situated in

village Runkata and Chauma Farah, Tehsil Kirawali, District Agra, declaring
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also invited objections, if any, regarding proprietary rights, boundary, or
nature of land within two months of publication, failing which the process

under Sections 19 to 26 of the Act would follow.

opy of order dated 24.04.2025 is annexed herewith and marked as

Report by Sub-Divisional Magistrate under Section 22

t, in furtherance of the proclamation order by the District Magistrate, and
since no objections or claims were received within the two-months period,
the SDM, Kirawali, Agra, issued letter no. 2996/ST dated 07.07.2025
recommending initiation of proceedings under Section 22 of the Act for
taking further action with respect to the inclusion of said 14.5025 hectares of
land in the Soor Sarovar Bird Sanctuary.

A Copy of the letter dated 07.07.2025 is annexed herewith and marked as

Annexure-2.

jiii. Objection by Irrigation Department
That, in regard to the proclamation mentioned in the paras hereinabove, the
Executive Engineer, Lower Division, Agra Canal, vide letter dated
20,06.2025, highlighted that the Keetham escape, Keetham Lake, and
Keetham sluice are part of the Agra Canal system, and that any transfer of

land would require consent of the Irrigation Department. This

Y qc:m_
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communication was forwarded by the ADM (Administration), Agra, to the
! Forest Department on 30.08.2025, pursuant to which the Deputy Conservator
b of Forests submitted a report/representation vide letter No. 620/10-1 dated
04.09.2025 to the DM, Agra.

Copy of the letter dated 20.06.2025 and 04.09.2025 have been annexed

‘t\Q the basis of the above, DM, Agra vide letter dated 04.09.2025,
\ \\ ted that the matter be processed further under Sections 24 and 25 of the
Act, and accordingly the SDM, Kirawali, vide letter no. 3774/ST dated
15.09.2025 furnished a report clarifying that as per the records, the proposed
14.5025 hectares land is under the ownership of Government; and
recommended for taking further action under Section 24 and Section 25 of
the Act.
Copies of letter dated 04.09.2025 and 15.09.2025 are annexed herewith and

collectively marked as Annexure-4,

9. That subsequently, the District Magistrate, Agra, vide order dated
16.09.2025, exercised proclamation powers under Section 24(1) of the

ildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, with respect to the aforesaid 14.5025
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Copy of order dated 16.09.2025 is annexed herewith and marked as

Annexure-5,

10.That the District Government Counsel (Revenue), Agra, upon examination
of the matter, vide letter dated 18.09.2025, intimated that it would be
appropriate for the proposal relating to the transfer of 14.5025 hectares of
land of Soor Sarovar Bird Sanctuary, Keetham, Agra, under Sections 24 and
25 of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, to be submitted to the Government
for approval at the level of the District Magistrate, Agra. In pursuance
thereof, the District Magistrate, Agra, finalised a proposal dated 19.09.2025

under Sections 24 and 25 of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, for the

transfer of the government land in the name of Soor Sarovar Bird Sanctuary.
Thereafter, the proposal was forwarded to the Government by the
Deputy Conservator of Forests, vide letter dated 19.09.2025

21.05.2025 (kindly refer to Judicial Page No. 421). 1t is further submitted
that the next milestone, namely the review of field books, maps, records,

5 s, and preparation of the proposal for submission to higher authorities

ffication of the said land under Section 26A of the Act, shall be

S
y hcronn) SCUMAR
17175 Kaytg pf cata & Notary pypyj,
Nivaj Gan[, Cho Majar Devi pag Marg

Wk, Luc,
Reg. No, 31(89;‘59" = 12 3 SE


Shivansh Sharma

Shivansh Sharma

Shivansh Sharma
Thereafter, the proposal was forwarded to the Government by the Deputy Conservator of Forests, vide letter dated 19.09.2025
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completed in accordance with the timeline indicated in the aforementioned

affidavit, i.e., by 17.01.2026.

12.Hence, the present reply is submitted to place on record the factual position
with respect to compliance of statutory procedure under the Wildlife

(Protection) Act, 1972, for kind consideration of this Hon’ble Tribunal.

13.That everything stated above is true and correct to my knowledge, derived

from official records, and nothing material has been concealed therefrom.

VoC .
17175 Kat4, N,: @ & Notary ol:smc
Nivaj Gar, Chowk, Lucknow 9
Reg. No. 31(89)09

2 3 SEP 20
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VERIFICATION

Verified at [ i ele movy Won this 27 day of September 2025, that the

contents of the above affidavit from paragraphs 1 to 14 are true and correct t0

the best of my knowledge and belief. No part of it is false and nothing material

has been concealed therefrom.

alirss A “-
Ly Sy
‘ ‘} .........
4’00!‘( BNt it e 4o NG the
of th’o c..)“(} VIt W Yich = e "Oﬂzents
€xplained by me has Leen reag Oul and

17175 K&

Rtg No. 31{;9 109

23 SEP W
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10.2019 issued by the MoEF&CC may not be Interfered with and this Hon'ble Court may
directing the Svate Of Uttar Pradesh to

)] Notify 403.09 ha of Soor Sarovar bird Sanctuary (SSBS) under section 26(a) for the
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 after describing the limils of the area which shall be
comiprised with the Sanctuary in terms of survey number of the lands comprised
within the SSBS and describe the boundary in terms of boundury pillars on easi,
west, south and north of the proposed Soor Sarovar Dird Sarciuary along with their
Jforward and Backward bearing within a perlod of two months from the date of
order of this Hon,ble Court, :

i)  Condsider extanding the area of the Soor Sarovar Bird Sanctuary (SSBS) by
including the Surdas Reserve Forest block of 380.558 ha and 15.514 ha of the
government land which currently forms the buffer zone of the Sanctuary outside the
proosed boundary of the Sanctuary afler following the procedure under section 18
1o 25 of the wild life (Protection) Act, 1972.”
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“2. The Chief Conservator of Forest and Wildlife, Western Region, Kanpur, U.P

has filed a fresh affidavit dated 21.05.2025 disclosing the following timelines for

. completing the proceedings and issuing the final notification. under Section 26A
. of the Wildlife Protection  Act, 1972:- - :

S. Date Range Detalls of Proceedings,
No.
M 01.05.2025 to | Time required for proceedings under Sections
07.07.2025 . . | 19 to 22 of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972
: e for the 14.5025-hectare area of Soor Sarovar
. | Bird Sanctuary.'Ke'etham,Agra. '
2. 08.07.2025 to Time required for proceedings under Sectio
 |15102025 - | 24and 25 of the Act, B
3, 16.10.2025 to Time required for preparing field book, maps,
: 16.12.2025- | and proposal after- studying records and
- surveying the 14.5025-hectare area
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17.12.2025 to Time required for reviewing the fleld book,
17.01.2026 maps, and proposal, and for submitting the
proposal to higher authoritles for notification
under Section 26A of the Wildlife (Protection)

Act, 1972, ;
18.01.2026 to Time required to take further action after
31.01.2026 testing/examining the proposal of 14.5025
. hectares by Principal Chief Conservitor of

Porests (Wildlife), Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow
01.02,2026 to Final notification under Section 26A (1)(a) of
01.05.2026 the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 by the

Government.

3. Mr. Aravind Bangarl District Maglstrate, Agra and Mr. N. Ravindra Chief
Conservator of Forest, Kanpur, U.P appearing virtually have undertaken that this
timeline will be adhered to and the proceedings will be completed within the

timeline noted above.
4. Hence, we require the District Maglstrate and the Chief Conse f
t at least one week before the next

file the progress report In the form of affidavit at _
date of hearing indicating the action which has been completed in pursuance of the

above timeline.” (Wera—6)
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